
This presentation was prepared by The Lewin Group/ 

TASH under the Administration for Community Living 

(ACL), Administration on Disabilities (AoD) 

Contract HHSP233201500088I / 75P00120F37007

National Community of 

Practice (CoP) Webinar Series

April 16, 2024 

3:00 – 4:00 PM ET

Engaging Diverse Communities Through Financial Education and Empowerment



2

Our program will begin 

promptly at 3:00 PM ET.  

Until then, please sit back and 

enjoy the music!

Thank You for Joining us for Today’s  

National Community of Practice (CoP) Webinar
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• Audio Settings: You can change your audio settings. You can also click the 

upward arrow (^) next to the microphone icon at the lower left of the Zoom 

window to change your speaker. 

• Accessibility: Captioning and ASL interpretation are available during today’s 

event. 

• Questions: If you have a question for today’s presenters, please type it in the 

Q&A box at any time during the presentation. Open the Q&A window, type in 

your question, and then press “send.” We will respond to questions as time 

allows through the Q&A pod or live, during the Q&A portion of this event. 

Maximizing Your Webinar Participation:  

Zoom Tips

https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0060612
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• Welcome 

• Speaker Introductions 

• Financial Wellness for People with Disabilities: Engaging 

Diverse Communities Through Financial Education and 

Empowerment 

• Question & Answer (Q&A) Session 

• Closing

Agenda
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Speaker Introductions

Kimberly Mercer - Schleider 

Director, Illinois Council on 

Developmental Disabilities

Michael Roush 

Director, Center for Disability-
Inclusive Community 

Development (CDICD), National 
Disability Institute (NDI)

Tyson Bedford 

Council Member, Illinois Council 

on Developmental Disabilities

Curtis Harris 

Council Member, Illinois Council 

on Developmental Disabilities



Financial Wellness for People with Disabilities

Developed by:

National Disability Institute
Washington, DC

nationaldisabilityinstitute.org

This training program 
is supported by:

Engaging Diverse Communities Through  
Financial Education and Empowerment



Financial Wellness for People with Disabilities

This project is supported in part by grant number CFDA 93.630 from the U.S. Administration 
for Community Living, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. 

Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship are encouraged to express 
freely their findings and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily 

represent official ACL policy.
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MEET CAROLINE - A young entrepreneur managing her own money.
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https://youtu.be/GRqDPKHCeI8


Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities
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Our Mission 

The mission of the Illinois Council on 
Developmental Disabilities (the Council) is to help 
lead change in Illinois so all people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
exercise their right to equal opportunity and 
freedom.



Why This Project?

• Our Council members led the way 

• We learned from other Councils:  Shout out North Carolina! 

o We were able to take curriculum and personalize to IL 

• We have complimentary workstreams 

o We work so hard on employment, why aren’t we worried about what happens someone is employed? 

• Fit perfectly in our 5 - year plan goal:  By September 30, 2021 individuals with 

developmental disabilities, their families, and other stakeholders will have access to 

coordinated, streamlined information about services, supports, and other assistance
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The Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990

• The Nation’s proper goals regarding individuals with disabilities are to assure equality of 
opportunity, full participation, independent living, and economic self - sufficiency for such 
individuals;  

          42 U.S.C.           §           1201(a)(8) (2005) 

          • The continuing existence of unfair and unnecessary discrimination and prejudice denies 
people with disabilities the opportunity to compete on an equal basis and to pursue those 
opportunities for which our free society is justifiably famous, and costs the United States 
billions of dollars in unnecessary expenses resulting from dependency and non-
productivity.  

          42 U.S.C.           §          1201(a)(9) (2005)
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National Disability Institute

• Our Vision: We envision a society in which people with disabilities have the same 

opportunities to achieve financial stability and independence as people without 

disabilities. 

• Our Mission: We collaborate and innovate to build a better financial future for people 

with disabilities and their families. 

• nationaldisabilityinstitute.org

13

http://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/


Purpose of Financial Wellness Initiative

• The Financial Wellness for People with Developmental Disabilities Training Initiative was 

a 3 - year initiative to build the awareness of financial wellness strategies for people with 

developmental disabilities and their families. 

• Establish Network of Financial Wellness Trainers (30 per year for 3 years – 90 trainers) 

o Current – 150 trained and 110 active trainers 

• 2,000 persons with disabilities, their families and service providers receive disability 

specific information and indicate they have learned something they can apply. 

o Current – 15,002* Participated in an educational activity 

*numbers as of December 2023
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Objectives/Activities of Initiative

• Objective 1 - Increase awareness, understanding, and utilization of an array of financial education, financial 

capability and financial stability strategies through collaboration with both financial stability partners and 

disability organizations to benefit individuals with disabilities. 

• Objective 2 - Increase blending and braiding of resources, both public and private that increases the 

awareness of financial wellness opportunities for the target audience. 

• Objective 3 - Build core competencies of staff from disability organizations to integrate financial wellness 

strategies into delivery of services. 

• Objective 4 - Provide training and technical assistance to providers and other stakeholders to meet or 

exceed proposed outcome indicators. 

• Objective 5 - High level management, oversight, and quality control of services are executed and program 

efforts and outcomes are collected and evaluated to identify trends and enhance program operations.
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Overview of Financial Wellness  

and Curriculum
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Financial Wellness Curriculum Modules

• Module 1: Money 

• Module 2: Financial Capability and Access to Financial Services 

• Module 3: Earned Income Tax Credit: Free Tax Preparation Assistance 

• Module 4: Credit Matters 

• Module 5: Housing Options and Supports 

• Module 6: Social Security Work Supports 

• Module 7: Self - Employment and Public Benefit Work Supports 

• Module 8: Protecting Your Identity 

• Module 9: Getting ABLE - Ready 

• Module 10: Guardianship Rights: Who is Responsible for What?
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Financial Wellness Trainer Map

Yellow=New March/April 2023 Trainers

View Interactive Map
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1qoVIj1uX67qq3jw6AIAExBfSqcwC_HTK&ll=40.28801549434131,-89.62823740869962&z=7
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MEET TYSON - A self-advocate teaching others about financial wellness.
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https://youtu.be/Kgd5QpOrO6w%C2%A0


Curtis
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Resources and Tools
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Financial Wellness Webinar Series

Archives available to view

• JULY 21, 2021 — Housing Opportunities for People with Disabilities 

• JUNE 16, 2021 — Extra Costs of Living with a Disability 

• MAY 19, 2021 – Identity Theft and Online Shopping 

• JULY 23, 2020 – Credit Matters 

• JUNE 24, 2020 – Getting ABLE Ready 

• MAY 28, 2020 – Managing Financial Wellness During COVID - 19 

• NOVEMBER 14, 2019 – The ABCs of Social Security Benefits, Employment Options and Work Supports + 
Where to find them 

• OCTOBER 10, 2019 – Five Key Strategies to Achieving 

• SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 – Financial Inclusion 101

26

https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/resources/webinars/illinois-cdd-webinars/


Financial Wellness Blogs

• PROTECTING YOURSELF FROM IDENTITY THEFT

• HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

• BLOG: #RESILIENTPWD TEXT CAMPAIGN PROMOTES STRESS REDUCTION AND 

INCREASES FINANCIAL RESILIENCE

• BLOG: FIVE KEY STRATEGIES TO ACHIEVING FINANCIAL WELLNESS

• BLOG: FINANCIAL INCLUSION 101
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https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/protecting-yourself-from-identity-theft/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/housing-opportunities-for-people-with-disabilities/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/blog-promoting-stress-reduction-and-resilience/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/blog-promoting-stress-reduction-and-resilience/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/five-key-strategies-to-financial-wellness/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/illinois/financial-inclusion-101/
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Faces of Financial Wellness Videos

• MEET TYSON -  A self  -  advocate teaching others about financial wellness. 

• MEET CAROLINE - A young entrepreneur managing her own money. 

• MEET WILLIAM - He went from no credit to buying a car on his own.

• MEET KIMBERLY -  Financial Wellness training is more than personal for this parent advocate. 

• FACES OF FINANCIAL WELLNESS -  Mariel Hamer  -  Sinclair discusses why ICDD funded this project and the 

positive outcomes they’ve noted from individuals across Illinois. 

• VIDEOS IN SPANISH

32

https://youtu.be/Kgd5QpOrO6w%C2%A0
https://youtu.be/GRqDPKHCeI8
https://youtu.be/HVRLWiSp_zk%C2%A0
https://youtu.be/_XPuwnq4rVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNiqsGR1268
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/blog/meet-the-faces-of-financial-wellness/#espanol


Thank You!
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• Let’s hear from you! 

• Please type a question in the 

Q&A pod and we will do our 

best to answer.

Q&A Session 
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Examining How Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities Serve Students with Intellectual 

Disabilities in Higher Education Programs 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 3:00PM ET 

Register Here

Upcoming Webinar

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8qF66T2cRGGPOi8YNHUBVQ#/registration
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DETAC Contact 

Information
Email: AoDemploymentTA@gmail.com

Website:

https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com

DETAC Publications:

https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/

detac-publications/

On - Demand TA Requests: 

https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/

on-demand-ta-requests/

mailto:AoDemploymentTA@gmail.com
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/detac-publications/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/on-demand-ta-requests/
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