
DETAC’s Renewed Mission to Advance Employment Outcomes 

for People with Disabilities

Wrapping Up 2025: A Message from the DETAC Team

As 2025 comes to a close, we’re reflecting on the incredible journey we’ve 
shared since the Administration on Disabilities (AoD) Disability Employment 
Technical Assistance Center (DETAC) launched in 2020. Over the last five years, 
our mission remained constant: equipping you with the tools, knowledge, and 
support needed to advance competitive integrated employment (CIE) and 
improve economic outcomes for people with disabilities in your communities.

Stay In 
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Subscribe to 
the DETAC 
listserv 

Together, we have achieved meaningful impact by: 

• Expanding the DETAC listserv to 10,343 subscribers, growing a vibrant national community of 
practitioners and partners. 

• Hosting 42 webinars and 22 Results and Innovation in Systems Excellence (RISE) e - learning 
communities to support a culture of continuous improvement within our network. 

• Releasing 45 briefs, 16 blogs, and 13 podcasts focused on employment systems 
transformation, developing partnerships, provider capacity building, and policy alignment. 

These milestones reflect our joint dedication to strengthening disability employment systems 
and creating opportunities for all. In 2026 and beyond, we are excited to bring you a refreshed 
library of resources and events showcasing practical strategies to align with ACL’s operational 
drivers — including scaling, marketing, outcomes, and speed — to achieve greater impact. 

It’s been a privilege to support you over the past five years, and we are excited to continue 
collaborating in 2026. Wishing you a wonderful, healthy, and fulfilling New Year ahead!

Top DETAC Publications

• Empowerment Through Partnership Toolkit for Centers for Independent Living (CILs) 

(August 2025) In this toolkit, Dr. Lidia Fonseca,  Executive Director at the Valley Association for 

Independent Living, offers CILs essential tools and strategies to develop and 

sustain partnerships to enhance their employment programs and improve employment 

outcomes for people with disabilities.  

• Key Components for Transforming Employment Service Systems (July 2025) To support many 

AoD grantees’ efforts to transition from sub - minimum wage employment to CIE for people 

with disabilities, Steven J. Schwartz from the Center for Public Representation created this 

two  -  page checklist outlining 14 key components to guide employment system change.  

• Building Gateways to Employment and Economic Development Through Disability 

Entrepreneurship (November 2024) In this technical brief, Regina “Gina” Kline, Founder and 

Managing Partner of Enable Ventures, the first impact venture fund focused on closing the 

disability wealth gap, examines historical barriers to disability entrepreneurship and highlights 

how emerging models of entrepreneurial support are creating opportunities for inclusive 

economic growth, inviting AoD grantees to play a role in sustaining this momentum. 
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http://eepurl.com/hq0D2H
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/empowerment-through-partnership-toolkit/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/employment-service-system-transformation/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/disability-entrepreneurship-brief-november-2024/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/disability-entrepreneurship-brief-november-2024/


Disclaimer: This document was prepared by The Lewin Group/TASH under the Administration for 

Community Living (ACL), Administration on Disabilities (AoD) Contract GS-00F-053GA; 75P00125F80134.

Top DETAC Webinars

• Celebrating the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): How Assistive Technology (AT) 

Supports Daily Life and Work (July 2025) DETAC partnered with the Assistive Technology Act 

Technical Assistance and Training Center to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the ADA with 

over 1,000 participants during this event focused on increasing access to and acquisition of AT 

tools across the lifespan. Speakers shared examples of how AT is a critical bridge to breaking 

down barriers and providing innovative approaches for people with disabilities to achieve 

employment and community living. 

• The Role of Person-Centered Planning for Employment Support (January 2024) The National 

Center on Advancing Person - Centered Practices and Systems presented on this webinar about 

strengthening the connection between person - centered planning and CIE. Presenters 

highlighted five competency skill areas as guides for human service agency staff tasked with 

facilitating person - centered planning, as well as real - world examples to support discovery, 

exploration, and planning for employment support.  

• Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Accounts: A Pathway to Financial Empowerment 

for People with Disabilities (April 2025) DETAC observed National Financial Capability Month 

with a webinar on ways to manage money and achieve financial independence using ABLE 

accounts. The webinar highlighted Kansas' innovative approach to increasing public awareness 

and adoption of ABLE accounts as a model for other states, and featured speakers from the 

ABLE National Resource Center, Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities, and Kansas 

State Treasurer's Office.  

Participants take action based on DETAC webinars.

96%
committed to sharing 

information learned with 

colleagues.
94%

committed to 

implementing key 

learnings to advance CIE.

Top DETAC Podcasts and Blogs

• Self Employment: the Spirit of Individual Enterprise, Part I (July 2023) In this podcast, Sue 

Babin, Special Projects Coordinator at the Rhode Island Developmental Disabilities Council 

and founder of Rhode Island’s self - employment incubator for people with disabilities, explains 

how she launched and grew the program, covering funding, training, success stories, and 

advice for starting similar initiatives.

• The Importance of Being Earnest: Brain Injury-Informed Competencies for Employment 

Service Providers (August 2024) In this blog, NASHIA highlighted the efforts of the ACL-

funded Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) State Partnership Program Transition and Employment 

Workgroup to create a national, person - centered professional development employment 

training infrastructure for professionals serving the TBI community.

Visit the DETAC website to learn more and access DETAC’s resources and past events. 
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https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/celebrating-the-americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-how-assistive-technology-at-supports-daily-life-and-work/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/celebrating-the-americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-how-assistive-technology-at-supports-daily-life-and-work/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/the-role-of-person-centered-planning-for-employment-support/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/able-accounts-a-pathway-to-financial-empowerment-for-people-with-disabilities-national-financial-capability-month-webinar/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/able-accounts-a-pathway-to-financial-empowerment-for-people-with-disabilities-national-financial-capability-month-webinar/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/self-employment-the-spirit-of-individual-enterprise-part-i/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/the-importance-of-being-earnest-brain-injury-bi-informed-competencies-for-employment-service-providers/
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/the-importance-of-being-earnest-brain-injury-bi-informed-competencies-for-employment-service-providers/
https://acl.gov/programs/post-injury-support/traumatic-brain-injury-tbi
https://aoddisabilityemploymenttacenter.com/
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